Information for yachts travelling to australia
The information contained in this booklet applies to the non-commercial use of yachts, motor sailers and motor cruisers and provides an outline of the procedures and legal requirements which apply to the Master of these vessels arriving in and departing from Australia.

If you are in charge of any of the above mentioned craft, you are considered the Master of the craft, even if you are not its owner and the owner is on board.

Whether you are a returning resident, migrating to Australia or a visitor, you need to comply with entry requirements. You can help speed this up if you follow these simple steps:

1. Make sure each person on board has a valid visa and passport;

2. You are required by law to notify Customs before you arrive. Let us know you are coming
3. Clearly display the International Pratique Q-flag and travel directly to an appointed boarding station;

4. Complete the Arrival forms and Incoming Passenger Card.

Australia has strict laws to protect its citizens and natural environment. Penalties may be imposed if you breach those laws by illegally importing:

· Drugs; 

· Animal or plant material; 

· Firearms, weapons or ammunition; 

· Protected wildlife and products made from them; 

· Some food items; and 

· Some medicinal products including Performance Enhancing Drugs. 

Please read this information carefully.

let us know you're coming

The Master of a vessel arriving in Australia is required by law to give notice of impending arrival not later than 96 hours before arrival. Penalties may apply for failure to do so.

There are several agencies interested in your arrival - principally Customs, Quarantine and Immigration.

96 hours notice may be given by either;

· Sending an email to yachtreport@customs.gov.au: 

· Sending a fax to +61 2 6275 6331; 

· Phoning the Australian Customs National Communications Centre on +61 3 9244 8973. 

You will need to provide the following information

· The name of your craft; 

· Your intended first port of arrival; 

· Your estimated arrival time; 

· Your last four ports; 

· The details of people on board including name, date of birth, nationality and passport number; 

· Details of any illness or disease recently encountered; 

· If you have any animals on board; 

· If you have any firearms on board.


When you arrive in Australia, you must first call at a port of entry where Customs, Quarantine and Immigration formalities can be completed. Ports of entry are shown on the map of Australia.

When entering Australian waters you are required to clearly display the International Pratique Q-flag (yellow). A further requirement is that the craft travels directly to an appointed boarding station.

1.1.1 Berthing

Customs, Quarantine and Immigration clearance must be completed prior to going ashore.

· Please stay on board. No persons other than a Quarantine or Customs officer is allowed to board your craft, nor can any person, animal or article leave the craft until you have been given full clearance; 

· Depending on your arrival time, Customs and Quarantine may require all persons to remain on board overnight before clearing you the following day; 

· Don't throw any waste or foodstuffs overboard while you're in Australian waters or while you are moored. Use designated quarantine disposal points; 

· Keep all food and animals secure until your vessel has been inspected by Quarantine officers; 

· Don't trade foodstuffs with other overseas vessels; 

· Keep your vessel free of insects. 

To go ashore without prior clearance is an offence. Contact with other vessels in port prior to clearance is also prohibited.



1.1.2 Documents required on arrival
· All people on board will be required to produce a valid passport, visa and completed Incoming Passenger Card; 

· The Master will be required to complete a completed Small Craft Arrival Report. 



1.1.3 Charges
Customs does not levy any charge for Customs and Immigration clearance. However the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service operates on a full cost recovery basis.



1.1.4 Quarantine
You must declare all personal food, plant and animal items on your Incoming Passenger Card. A Quarantine officer will inspect your galley stores and other quarantineable items to ensure that they do not include prohibited goods or items infested with insects or disease. These could harm Australia's unique environment or introduce plant, animal or human, pests or diseases. Treatable goods will be treated and returned to you. Prohibited goods will be either confiscated, bonded on the vessel for the duration of your stay, or re-exported at the owner's expense.

Vessels with an animal subject to quarantine must remain at a mid-water mooring and keep the animal secure for the duration of your stay in Australia.

If you declare prohibited items, you may be given the option of re-exporting them. If you do not declare items of quarantine concern, a substantial on-the-spot fine could be imposed or you could be prosecuted.

For further details on Quarantine issues visit www.affa.gov.au.



1.1.5 Human health
If you have travelled through or landed in Tropical Zone Central Africa or South America within the previous six days before arriving in Australia, you will need a valid Yellow Fever vaccination certificate for each person who is over twelve months old.

This applies even if there was no outbreak of Yellow Fever in the infected area at the time of your visit. You do not need any other health certificates to enter Australia.



1.1.6 Drugs
You must report any drugs on board your craft to Customs on arrival and departure. This includes medications containing narcotics, hallucinogens, amphetamines, barbiturates and tranquillisers in your medical kit. If you use any of these drugs while in Australia you must record this in the craft's logbook. A doctor's prescription may validate certain registered drugs.

WARNING: Penalties for drug offences in Australia are severe and could result in imprisonment.



1.1.7 Firearms and other weapons
All firearms/weapons on your craft must be reported to Customs.

Certain firearms/weapons may be detained in safe storage for transhipment to your intended port of departure (at Customs expense).

In cases where a firearm/weapon has been detained the Master will be required to contact Customs at least one week prior to departure so that the weapon can be returned.



1.1.8 Duty free allowance


1.1.9 Currency
There is no limit on the amount of Australian or foreign cash that may be brought into or taken out of Australia, but travellers carrying $A10,000 or more, or the equivalent in foreign currency, must declare this on arrival and departure.

Currency includes notes and coins but does not include traveller's cheques. Reporting is required by law and failure to do so is an offence.



1.1.10 Temporary import of goods
Commercial goods brought into Australia with the intention of being sold are subject to the normal rates of duty and tax where applicable.

Goods, commercial or personal, that are brought into Australia to remain temporarily may be admitted duty and tax-free, subject to certain conditions.

Carnets may be obtained for temporary duty free entry of goods such as commercial samples, jewellery, goods for international exhibitions, equipment for sporting events, professional television and film equipment.

Yachts are subject to a general rate of duty of 5% based on the customs value (basically the price paid) and 10% GST calculated on the customs value plus international transport and insurance plus the duty.

Privately imported yachts are generally valued using the transaction method of valuation when purchased overseas new or second-hand for export to Australia. Circumstances where Customs may use an alternative method of valuation include such situations as where:

· the yacht was constructed by owner/labour; 

· the yacht has been extensively modified since purchase; 

· the purchaser and vendor are related parties and that relationship has influenced the purchase price; or 

· the original purchase price is too far removed in time. 

In these instances the yacht will have to be valued by a marine surveyor in Australia. This valuation will be based on the market value and as such will include elements such as customs duty and GST. Customs will have to deduct these elements plus overseas transport from the local valuation.

Where the yacht is sailed to Australia, overseas freight will be determined having regard to essential sailing costs incurred under the most commercially viable conditions. Such costs would include sailing expenditure necessarily incurred while the vessel is actually sailing (and entering and leaving) those ports of call on the most commercially viable route. It would not include any in port expenditure related to the vessel's period of stopover

. Where supported by sufficient/reliable information, essential sailing costs would also include:

· cost of maps, charts pilot books, light/radio lists, etc. 

· crew's hire/wages or forage allowance in lieu 

· victualling or food costs (does not include tobacco and alcoholic beverages) 

· bunkering or oil/fuel costs. 

This is an indicative rather than exhaustive list, if you have any doubts or queries seek further information from a Customs Information and Support Centre 1300 363 263

1.1.11 Super yachts

All super yachts visiting Australia are subject to Customs arrival formalities

- the circumstances of the visit will affect the liability for duties and GST as well as immigration visa requirements.

No duties or taxes are payable for those vessels intending to cruise Australian waters for private purposes over a short period.

If a super yacht arrives for commercial purposes (either hire, charter or sale), then payment of duties and GST is required in the same manner as for any other imported goods

- owners are also required to register as a business with the ATO and may apply for deferral of the GST payable on arrival.

Where repairs or refits are undertaken in Australia for super yachts, there are concessions available that may remove the requirement for payment of duties and GST

- as well, the Australian repair/refit industry may claim GST exemption for the goods and services provided.

Further information can be obtained from the Customs office at your intended port of arrival. See details Under Ports of Entry.

